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New works by Chaw Ei Thein (Myanmar/Burma) and
Krishnapriya Tharmakrishnar (Sri Lanka)

July 9 [Sat] - July 23 [Sa
YAMAMOTO GENDAI

3F, 3-1-15 Shirokane, Minato-ku, Tok
TEL 03-6383-0626

Time: 11:00-19:00 / Closed on Sunda

Monday and National holidays
*Free Admission

Opening Reception: July 9 [Sat] 18:0¢

(19:00-Performance by Chaw Ei Thei
Organized by: Arts Initiative Tokyo [Al
Co-organized by: The Backers Founda
Supported by: YAMAMOTO GENDAI a
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Artist Talk: July 13 [Wed] 19:00-21:00 (Door Open 18:30)
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at Arts Initiative Tokyo [AIT] *Booking Required
For more details, see www.a-i-t.net.

The exhibition marks the 9th time that The Backers Foundation and AIT have
partnered on their joint residency programme and will present works by two women
artists, Chaw Ei Thein from Myanmar/Burma and Krishnapriya Tharmakrishnar from
Sri Lanka.

Chaw Ei Thein (born in Myanmar/Burma, 1969) has been a prominent artist working
in Myanmar, also known as Burma for many years, creating paintings, sculptures
and provocative public performances which comment on the situation of women’s
experiences in a situation of brutal oppression and dictatorship. Chaw Ei Thein is
currently in exile in New York and was unable to return to her country until the
recent democratic elections in Myanmar/Burma.

Krishnapriya Tharmakrishnar (born in Sri Lanka, 1987) is an emerging artist based
in the Northern Sri Lankan city of Jaffna, which experienced fierce fighting during
the civil war. The loss of family members and home forms a powerful ground for her
works which largely take the form of paper based drawings and prints. She says:
"Dots make Lines, Lines make Diagrams, Lines also show the direction of my life,
my past, my dreams, my selection, my losses and gains".

Although both artists make works rooted in experiences and memories related to war,
loss and insecurity it is also true to say that their artistic expressions are gestures for
reconciliation and love for all people. They express powerful commitments to the
experiences of women and mothers, engaging deeply with materials.

The BAR vol.9 exhibition, "Healing and Loving" will show a mix of older works with
new works made in Tokyo including camouflage based paintings and painted found
wood pieces by Chaw Ei Thein and almost invisible white nail drawings and new
sculptural pieces by Krishnapriya Tharmakrishnar.

About Backers Foundation

The Backers Foundation is a private group of patrons from the business world who first joined together in 1994 to
provide support for the Japan Animal Welfare Society. Since then, the 60 members have funded a variety of
organisations. They also participate in self-organised committees set up for projects to which they volunteer their
personal time under the motto of enjoying the good things. One of these efforts is a terakoya, or after-hours school
for children, that the foundation has operated since 2005. Through the BAR (Backers and AIT Residence
Programme) series, 16 artists, 7 curators and 2 editor have been invited from countries including the USA, Afghanistan,
Brazil, Singapore, Argentina, India, Kenya, Morocco and Indonesia.

About AIT (Arts Initiative Tokyo)

Arts Initiative Tokyo is a non-profit organisation that was founded in 2002 in Tokyo by six art curators and
organisers with the goal of providing opportunities to think, learn and discuss about contemporary art and visual
culture. AIT collaborates with individuals, corporations, foundations and the government to teach people about the
complexity, diversity, surprise and fun of contemporary art. At the same time, it promotes the exchange of cultural
ideas through the independent contemporary art school MAD that it operates, AIR programs for international
artists and curators, and exhibitions and lectures by artists. www.a-i-t.net
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Subway [Mita line / Namboku line]
8 min. walk from ‘SHIROKANE TAKANAWA' Station, EXIT 4.
[Hibiya line]
13 min. walk from ‘HIROQ" Station, EXIT 1
Bus 2min. walk from ‘KORIN JI MAE’ Bus Stop
[#806] From Shibuya to Shimbashi (through Akabane bashi)
From Shimbashi to Shibuya
[§97] From Shinagawa to Shinjuku Nishiguchi
From Shinjuku to Shinagawa
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For further exhibition information:YAMAMOTO GENDAI TEL 03-6383-0626
For Artist-in-residence program information:
Arts Initiative Tokyo [AIT] TEL 03-5489-7277

Background image by Krishnapriya Tharmakrishnar "Artifacts from Jaffna"
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