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New works from Albert Samreth (USA) and Gor Soudan (Kenya)
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Organized by: Arts Initiative Tokyo [AIT]

Co-organized by: The Backers Foundation

Supported by: YAMAMOTO GENDAI, YOKUMOKU

Curator: Naoko Horiuchi [AIT]
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The exhibition presented works inspired by the experiences and

discoveries of the artists’ three month residency in Tokyo,
supported by the Backers Foundation and Arts Initiative Tokyo [AIT].
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Gor Soudan (Born in 1983 in Kisumu, Kenya)

Gor Soudan is a conceptual artist living and working in Nairobi, Kenya. Often
subtly engaged with contemporary political and social issues, and deeply
embedded in urban culture, Gor's artistic practice is an intense, obsessive
process through which material is transformed into reflective work. He has
previously worked with pages of the Kenya constitution, cartons, plastic and
more recently "protest wire" — a tangled, black mass of wire he salvaged from car
tyres burnt during the civil unrest that accompanied the last elections in Kenya.
These works provide acute observations on the rapid socio-political changes
Africa, and Kenya in particular, is currently undergoing. For this exhibition,
Soudan showed his ongoing project 'Drawing in Space', which is inspired by his
observations in nature. The project makes use of wire salvaged from land
protests in Nairobi (Kenya) as well as used bicycle brake cables from Freetown
{Sierra Leone), and presented along with linear drawings and an installation
made using natural materials in Tokyo (Japan).

Albert Samreth (Born in 1987 in Los Angeles, USA)
Albert Samreth is a conceptual artist who graduated from California Institute of
the Arts (CalArts) in 2012. He has developed a studio practice based on engaging
with the poetry of natural and systematic processes, for example using the
currents of the Pacific Ocean to create paintings or allowing the Cambodian
sunshine to transform materials over time. His more recent works include 'The
Voice', a five-channel audio installation commissioned for the Singapore
Biennale 2013 whera his poetry was narrated by Carolyn Hopkins, a voice
actress whose announcements are used throughout the entire New York City
subway system and most airports around the world. For this exhibition, Samreth
tings were created by the
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nternational Moscow Biennale of Young Art, where he will be teaching songs to

an African Grey Parrot.
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